Introduction/Purpose: Treatment options for ankle arthritis in younger patients are currently limited. Since the longevity of modern total ankle replacements is not sufficient for this patient population, ankle arthrodesis is typically utilized when joint preserving treatment is not a viable option. A new procedure using a pyrocarbon ankle spacer has been developed as a potential alternative, allowing for talar articular resurfacing for pain relief with minimal bone resection. The objective of this study was to assess whether this pyrocarbon ankle spacer could provide normal ankle kinematics as the native ankle joint using cadaveric gait simulation.
